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Darshan Dhaliwal gives Stritch $2.5 million; 
Philanthropist’s story is American dream
Last night at the annual President’s Holiday Dinner, Darshan 
Singh Dhaliwal and his wife, Debbie Dhaliwal, were honored 
for their pledge of $2.5 million to Cardinal Stritch University. 
The gift is the largest in Stritch history, and it completes 
the Capital Campaign, which was begun in 2003. The 
Student Services Atrium 
was named for Dhaliwal’s 
two brothers, Charanjeet 
(Charlie) and Surjit.
Dhaliwal is a Sikh from 
India who has no formal 
connection to Stritch 
other than his close 
friendship with Stritch 
Trustee Dr. Prem Sharma, 
who encouraged him to 
donate to the University. 
He is also a neighbor of 
Academic Vice President 
Marna Boyle.
According to Sharma, 
Dhaliwal is a philanthropist 
with deep religious 
convictions who gives 
from his heart, without 
consideration for race, religion or culture. 
“God is great to me, so I need to give back as much as I 
can,” Dhaliwal said.
After immigrating to the United States and settling in 
Milwaukee, he became a very successful businessman and 
now owns Bulk Petroleum, which accounts for hundreds 
of gas stations across the Midwest and in Kentucky and 
Tennessee. 
When asked why an Indian Sikh would donate to a Franciscan 
Catholic institution, he said, “Why not?”  Education is vital to 
the future, Dhaliwal said, noting that he has donated to many 
other institutions of higher education.
“He truly believes that helping those in need is his moral and 
religious obligation,” Sharma said.
Dhaliwal is a living example of the American Dream. He 
was born in the village of Rakhra in the Punjab region of 
India. He attended college 
and worked with his two 
brothers on the family’s 
farm. The work was 
back-breaking, including 
planting seedlings in 
paddies one by one for 
hours at a time. At age 
21, he immigrated to the 
United States to attend 
Valley City State College 
in North Dakota, from 
which he earned a degree 
in industrial engineering. 
Dhaliwal learned about 
the college from a friend 
who was visiting India and 
who encouraged him to 
enroll there.
“I was living in a small 
town in India, and I knew 
nothing about North Dakota, or New York or California,” he 
said with a laugh. “They all sounded the same to me.”
When he got there, it was a shock, he said, with everything 
different from what he was used to and with almost no other 
Indians. After a time, he planned to take a bus trip to Toronto 
to visit fellow members of the Sikh community and ended up 
with an overnight layover in Milwaukee. He met an Indian 
cab driver in the Greyhound Bus station who offered him a 
place to stay and spoke glowingly of the city and its many 
opportunities for Indians.
 “I was going to stay at the YMCA,” Dhaliwal said, “and it cost 
$5 a night. “He said, ‘Why spend the five bucks? Stay with 
us.’ ” The overnight in an apartment with four other Indians 
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solidified his opinion of the city.
Dhaliwal never finished the trip 
and remained in Milwaukee. “And 
I have that bus ticket to this day!“ 
he said.
In 1974, he met Debbie Evers, a 
nurse from Little Chute, Wis., and 
two years later they married. After 
working a series of odd jobs, he 
leased a gas station at 35th Street 
and Garfield Avenue for $300 
and worked long hours to make it 
successful. By 1979, he had saved 
enough to buy his first gas station, 
at 17th Street and North Avenue, 
then shortly thereafter acquired 
two others. Purchasing more stations in small increments 
over time, he acquired Bulk Petroleum in 1986. The couple 
eventually had six children, three sons and three daughters, 
and Debbie now does the banking at Bulk Petroleum. 
Dhaliwal’s giving has varied widely, from making the largest 
private contribution to India’s tsunami victims to supporting 
the soccer team in his hometown of Mequon. Sharma spoke 
at the Holiday Dinner of Dhaliwal’s many efforts to help 
Indians around the country – so much so that almost any 
Sikh cab driver in any city in the U.S. knows about him. He 
has helped hundreds of Indians from the Punjab come to the 
United States to get an education. 
 
“I help anyone who asks,” he said with a shrug and a smile.
A believer in diversity, 
he established at 
UW-Milwaukee a 
professorship of Punjab/
India studies in the name 
of his father, and he 
funded in that school’s 
anthropology department 
an initiative to study 
various religions. He is 
a strong supporter of 
the African-American 
community and of those 
in need, contributing 
to the Black Holocaust 
Museum and a summer 
basketball tournament. 
When a central-city family 
died in a fire a few years 
ago, he donated funds to the Milwaukee Fire Department to 
allow them to distribute free smoke alarms. 
But Dhaliwal not only donates, he personally pitches in and 
helps. He participates yearly in an effort to clean up trash in 
back alleys and streets in the inner city. “When I show up, 
other people follow,” he said with a 
laugh, “so we get more help!”
His numerous and varied good 
works have earned him the 
admiration of leaders across the 
area and the nation, including 
President George Bush. After a 
Sikh man was killed in Arizona after 
9/11 because he was thought to be 
a terrorist, Dhaliwal arranged for a 
delegation of Sikhs to meet with the 
President, who assured the group of 
the security of all ethnic Americans 
and of his respect and admiration 
for the Indian community. He is a 
man who lives daily the notion that 
the more God gives to him, the 
more he has to give. 
An array of politicians spoke glowingly at the Holiday 
Dinner of Dhaliwal and his generosity, including Mayor 
Tom Barrett, County Executive Scott Walker, State Senator 
Alberta Darling, State Representatives Sheldon Wasserman 
and Lena Taylor, Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, and former 
Lieutenant Governor Martin Schreiber. Also in attendance 
were Milwaukee Aldermen Joe Dudzik and Robert Puente. 
Gov. Jim Doyle sent a letter of tribute and former Gov. Tommy 
Thompson sent the following quote: “Darshan Dhaliwal is 
the most generous adopted son of our country, the state of 
Wisconsin, and the city of Milwaukee. No one cares more 
about helping others, and I am proud to call him a great 
friend.”
Dhaliwal with Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
Dhaliwal talks with Mayor Tom Barrett.
Debbie and Darshan Dhaliwal
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The Troubadour supports the overall 
mission, goals and objectives of Cardinal 
Stritch University, and is meant to serve as a 
communications tool for the campus community.
If you have feedback or story ideas, please 
contact Public Relations at prdept@stritch.edu. 
 
For complete information on university public 
relations, media relations and publications, 
please see the PR brochure, which is available 
in My Stritch by clicking on “Public Relations 
Information” in the “Other Employee Info Pages” 
folder under the “Employee Info” tab. 
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From left: County Executive Scott Walker looks on as State Rep. 
Sheldon Wasserman and Sister Mary Lea share a laugh.
State Sen. Alberta Darling with 
Stritch Trustee Dr. Prem Sharma 
State Rep. Lena Tayor 
speaks during dinner. 
Jason Thompson, son 
of former Wisconsin  
Gov. Tommy Thompson, 
was one of the guests. Debbie and Darshan Dhaliwal share a table with 
Stritch alumna Tiffany Koehler.
